JAN 2 7 2005

MATT BLUNT
GOVERNOR

DORN SCHUFFMAN

DIRECTOR

MICHAEL COUTY, pirecTor
DIVISION OF ALCOHOL AND
DRUG ABUSE
(573) 751-4942
{573) T51-7814 FAX

DIANE McFARLAND, pirecTor
DIVISION OF COMPREHENSIVE
PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES
(573) 751-8017

STATE OF MISSOURI (573) 751-7815 FAX
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH  ANTHONY A CASEY. JR., Ph.D.

ACTING DIRECTOR

DIVISION OF MENTAL RETARDATION AND
1706 EAST ELM STREET DEVEL OFUENTAL DISABE (TS
P.C. BOX 887 (573) 751-4054
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102 SR TR
(573) 751-4122

(573) 526-1201 TTY
www.dmh.mo.gov

January 27, 2003
TO: Consumers, Families, Guardians and Staff of Bellefontaine Habilitation Center

Last night, Governor Blunt announced in the State of the State address that he is recommending
that Bellefontaine Habilitation Center (BHC) be closed. This recommendation will naturally be of
concern to you. Undoubtedly, this recommendation will receive substantial discussion during the
legislative session, and there are many issues that need to be explored before a definitive plan can
be formulated to implement the Governor’s recommendation.

As the discussion unfolds, we wanted to assure you that we are committed to implementing any
changes to the current Habilitation Center Five Year Plan in a manner that assures that consumers
and their families do not experience any disruption in service, receive the level of services and
supports they require, continue to live in residences that meet or exceed the quality of their current
living situation. and remain as close to families as possible.

Of course. we value the service that our employees provide at BHC and as we implement the Five
Year Plan, we will assure that our employees have access to all opportunities offered under the
Merit System. We will also explore possibilities for employees to transition to community
providers if the consumers they serve move to community settings.

We will be scheduling meetings with BHC consumers, their families, guardians, and facility staff
as soon as we have more information which may be helpful in understanding the Governor’s
recommendation.

Anthony A. Casey, Jr., Ph.D.,
Division of Mental Retardation and
Developmental Disabilities

The Department of Mental Health does not deny employment or services because of race, sex,
creed, marital status, religion, national origin, disability or age of applicants or employees.



